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About this report and Beacon

This report exemplifies our partnership and dedication to give you the most insight and 

sentiments gathered from the leading intellects and minds of the space. 

We hope this this gives you an understanding of how others developing gene therapies feel 

about the landscape. Ultimately this will help us at Hanson Wade and Beacon in adding more 

value to your work and pushing forward.  

We want to thank everyone that has participated in this survey – your knowledge and time is 

invaluable in helping us help you. 

Best Wishes – Beacon Targeted Therapies

Beacon Targeted Therapies works in partnership with Hanson Wade’s Gene Therapy 
event series to bring together the best in dedicated key meetings and database 
intelligence solutions to best enable developers and the challenges they face.
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32% of participants in the survey felt that there were 

more than 250 gene therapies excluding non gene-

modified cell therapies that are in the clinic. 

Whilst 28% of participants felt that there were less than 

100 in the clinic. 

40% of participants felt that there were between 101 and 

250 trials in the clinic currently.

Gene Therapies in the Clinic
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According to participants:

The top 3 disorders under clinical investigation 

according to the number of trials in progress are:

• Oncology

• Haematology

• CNS

(see Appendix - Slide 14 for more on this data)

Top 3 Disorders Under Clinical Investigation
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In the next five years, participants felt that the gene editing 

mechanism that will have the biggest impact on patient health in the 

next 5 years will be AAV-derived sequences, followed by 

CRISPR/Cas.

Gene Editing Mechanisms 
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The majority sentiment from the participants is that 

there is more than $15 billion being invested in gene 

therapies over the last 12 months. 

M&A and Licensing for Gene Therapies
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There is a broad response across the participants when it comes to 

choosing the biggest barrier for gene therapies in patient treatment.

26% feel that the biggest barrier is Overcoming Immunogenicity

Whilst 21% feel that Availability of CRO Capacity and 19% feel that 

Availability of patient trials are the biggest challenges.

The 13% who specified “Other”, feel that Pricing & Reimbursement, 

Payment Strategies and Manufacturing are the biggest obstacles.

Biggest Barrier to Success for Gene Therapies
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43% of participants feel that they are keeping up with 

the pace of gene therapy developments. 

However 26% feel that they are starting to fall behind 

and 23% are beginning to be overwhelmed with the 

developments. 

This would suggest that with sentiments from previous 

questions about investment spend, clinical activity

and the barriers to success that the overall activity 

for gene therapy development has contributed to the 

overall sentiment that tracking developments will 

become a challenge for 59% of participants.

How difficult is it to keep track of developments?
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Majority of the participants for the survey felt that there will be 

changes to how their organisation will change their investment 

strategy in comparison to the last 12 months. 

37% feel they will see a significant increase in investment and 47% 

feel they will see an increase. 

The inference here is that many may say “increase”, as they don’t 

know what the confidence and scope of that investment is. Will it be 

big, or will it be marginal?

Companies investing in Gene Therapy
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Demographics of participants –by Organisation
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Biotech
37%

Pharma
15%

CRO
7%

Academic
7%

Consulting
7%

CMO
5%

Patient Advocacy
4%

Nonprofit
4%

Analyst
2%

Staffing Consulting
2% Regulatory

2%

CDMO
2%

Government
2%

Venture Philanthropy
2%

Managed Care
2%

Other
29%
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Demographics of participants –by Department
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Designed in consultation with pharmaceutical professionals working in targeted 

therapies, Beacon is tailor-made to provide you with the most accurate data and 

relevant analysis. 

Focusing on targeted therapies, and only targeted therapies, means our results and 

insight match the fast pace of progress and rapid evolution of knowledge in this sector. 

Scientific intelligence without compromise.

Our analysts enjoy unparalleled access to key opinion leaders in the sector which 

helps them to develop relevant analysis that challenges opinion and identifies trends. 

All underpinned by Beacon, the most accurate targeted therapy dataset in the world.

Beacon Targeted Therapies 

helps organizations in the 

global biopharma sector 

make critical drug 

development decisions 

faster and more confidently.

About Beacon
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Beacon was developed in response to industry need for specialised, deep-data information resources focused on emerging technologies and will continue to add modules in 
response to industry demands.

Checkpoint 
Combinations 
and Monotherapies 
merge into one 
Checkpoint brand

The Future

Universal Expansion
All targeted therapies:
• Antibodies
• Cellular
• Small molecules
• All Indications

Modular Expansion
By Technology: Cancer 
Vaccines; Microbiome; 
Oncolytic Viruses; Etc
By Indication: NASH; CNS; 
AutoImmune etc

Our unique, modular, sector-specific approach allows you to tailor Beacon to your needs. From a single-user licence for one module to enterprise-
wide for all Beacon modules, we have solutions that help you optimize your budget. Only pay for the data that is critical to your business.

A Modular Approach

13

2020



www.beacon-intelligence.com Wednesday, April 1, 2020

THANK YOU 
For participating in this survey. We hope that it 
has been beneficial for you as it has been for us.

Should you be interested in Beacon Gene Therapy 
or other clinical trial and drug database solutions we 
have on offer – please get in touch:
Beacon@hansonwade.com

Or visit www.beacon-intelligence.com for more 
information
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Disorders Under Clinical Investigation by Ranking
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