
What inspired you to 
dedicate your research to 
macrophages?

Macrophage is a very powerful 
cell. It has a rare adaptability to 
its environment and an enormous  
power to induce or suppress 
immune responses. Also, it can act 
as both: effector and coordinator of 
the immune response. Additionally, 
when seeing that every disease 
that involves inflammation has a 
key component of macrophage 
dysregulation, one could not 
overlook this biology. In cancer 
specifically, between seventy 
five to ninety percent of patients 
have significant tumor-associated 
macrophage infiltration. If we learn 
to change the functionality of this 

cell, we are holding in hand an 
important biological insight with 
great clinical relevance.

What would you say are 
currently the biggest 
hurdles in development 
of macrophage-directed 
therapies?

Developing therapies that address 
novel mechanisms has always 
been a very difficult proposition, 
as novel mechanisms by definition 
constitute a large clinical risk. 
Additionally, myeloid biology is not 
well conserved between mouse 
and man, therefore there are 
few truly translational preclinical 
models from the pharmaceutical 
company arsenal. And macrophage 

directed therapies are only recently 
starting to accumulate clinical 
proof of concept. Now, on the 
wings of positive clinical data and 
with increasing understanding of 
human macrophage biology, the 
field will most certainly see a lot 
of development and success in the 
very near future.

How are you trying to 
overcome these challenges at 
Verseau Therapeutics?

Our targets were discovered in data 
obtained from tens of thousands 
of human cancer samples.  This 
alone makes translation of these 
mechanisms into the clinic less 
ambiguous.  Further, we are relying 
on multiple fully human assay 
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systems, as well as on primary 
patient derived tumor cultures 
to obtain the most translatable 
preclinical data there is. In addition 
to this, we are generating in vivo 
data as well. We believe that 
combination of these data sets will 
give the best possible support for 
the novel programs we’re tackling.

Are you currently working 
on anything new and 
exciting that you will be 
able to share at the virtual 
2nd Macrophage-directed 
Therapies Summit?

Both Verseau programs are 
novel, first in class therapeutics 
that are addressing myeloid 

repolarization with different 
molecular mechanisms. We have 
revealed out first program at the 
inaugural Macrophage-targeting 
Therapies Summit in 2019 and are 
looking forward to revealing our 
second development program at 
the upcoming 2nd Macrophage-
directed Therapies Summit. This 
is a very exciting opportunity for 
us to share the program with the 
scientific community after we 
have been working on the target 
for nearly 3 years. This program 
represents a unique mechanism 
that combines immune system 
activation through macrophage 
repolarization as well as a direct 
de-repression of T cells.

What are you looking forward 
to most at the upcoming 
meeting?

The first Summit was definitely 
a success that attracted a very 
motivated and engaged audience.  
The field of macrophage-targeted 
therapies in cancer is growing, 
the community is being formed 
and helped by meetings like 
this one.  I’m very much looking 
forward to interacting with 
both academic and industry 
macrophage afficionados, sharing 
program progress, learning from 
the colleagues and contributing to 
moving macrophage therapies to 
the patients.

Verseau Therapeutics 
to unveil a second 
development program 
on a novel macrophage 
repolarizing target at 
Macrophage Summit. 

For more information, 
visit www.macrophage-
directed-therapies.
com & download the 
Full Event Guide
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motivated and engaged audience. The field of macrophage-targeted 
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Your comprehensive guide to supercharging 
clinical translation of your macrophage therapeutic approachWith the explosive excitement and clinical proof of concepts utilizing CD47 

approaches, macrophage-directed therapies have started to witness interest 

and investment in novel macrophage targets outside of CD47.The 2nd  Macrophage-directed Therapies Summit is focused on optimizing 

the potential of macrophage therapies, thr ough direct utilization of cells or 

small molecule approaches to target and stimulate macrophage cells in vivo 

for oncological indications and beyond.Bringing together the leading experts, we will explore the clinical 
development of CD47 checkpoint blockades, combination strategies, 
macrophage repolarization approaches and engineered macrophages.
Join the trailblazers of macrophage therapeutic development, from the 
likes of Carisma Therapeutics, Faron Pharmaceuticals, and Verseau 
Therapeutic, as we come together to advance the fundamental 
understanding of macrophage biology, avoiding on-target toxicities and the 

emerging field of macrophage cellular immunotherapy.
Your Checklist to Developing Safe and Effective Macrophage-directed Therapies

Supercharge 
development of macrophage-
directed therapies for Atherosclerosis and Lung Disease with University of Pittsburgh and Hannover Medical School

Optimize CD47/SIRPα targeted therapies for safe and efficacious treatment for solid tumors with OSE Immunotherapeutics, Kahr Medical and Trillium Therapeutics

Cement the future of macrophage targeted therapies with Faron 
Pharmaceuticals and Cincinnati 

Children’s Hospital by pursuing novel targets and 
pathways

Overcome 
mechanisms 
of resistance 
and enhance 
efficacy with TG Therapeutics 
through 
development 
of combination 
approaches 

Drive 
repolarization 
approaches to 
Induce Anti-
Tumor Immune 
Responses 
with Verseau 
Therapeutics 
and Dana-Farber Cancer Institute

Advancing the Next Generation of Macrophage-directed Therapies Hear what previous  attendees have to say 
 The 

Macrophage-
directed Therapies Summit was an outstanding 

assembly of 
leaders from 
academia and industry that 
advanced our understanding of macrophages in health and 

disease 
Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute

 Excellent and engaging meeting on novel strategies for targeting macrophages in 

various diseases 
Kymab
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