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Lotus Mallbris, M.D., Ph.D., is the Vice President and Global 
Head of Immunology Product Development at Eli Lilly and 
Company. She is a passionate executive leader who brings 
a unique perspective to the industry as she began her 
career as a trained physician and has diverse experience 
across the spectrums of patient care, academic research, 
pharmaceutical drug development and global medical 

affairs. Through her business mantra “Performance with Care,” Dr. Mallbris has developed a leadership style 
that cultivates a thriving environment for her colleagues and teams at Lilly.  Dr. Mallbris joined Lilly in 2015 and 
leads the company’s multi-functional Global Clinical Development and Global Medical Affairs teams across the 
dermatology, rheumatology and gastroenterology fields. Before joining Lilly, she spent several years at Pfizer 
and held leadership positions within the dermatology business, serving as the Regional Medical Dermatology 
Lead and the Global Medical Dermatology Lead. 

How are you currently involved in 
dermatology drug development field?

I always knew I wanted to work in medicine and 
was a practicing dermatologist and researcher 
for the first 10 years of my career. I transitioned to 
working in pharmaceuticals because I was excited 
about the opportunity to have a bigger impact in 
the lives of more patients. 

At Eli Lilly and Company, my colleagues and I 
recognize that dermatologic conditions are more 
than skin deep and can have a significant impact 
on people’s lives. As vice president of immunology 
development at Lilly, a big part of my role is 
ensuring that we have a robust dermatology 
portfolio that addresses unmet needs for patients 
living with autoimmune diseases like psoriasis, 
psoriatic arthritis, atopic dermatitis and alopecia 
areata. I oversee the development and ongoing 
evaluation of approved and investigational 
therapies that target these conditions.

In your opinion, what is the most exciting 
thing currently for the dermatology drug 
development space and why?

Elevating the standard of care for dermatology 
patients is at the crux of everything we do at 
Lilly. As new medicines become available in the 
dermatology space, I’ve been a big advocate of 
head-to-head trials, which can show how different  

 
treatments measure up to competitors and allow  
healthcare providers to make informed decisions 
about which treatment may be best for each 
individual patient’s needs. 

Remission and a higher quality of life is our goal 
and always will be for our patients—and this keeps 
me motivated daily to work with my teams to make 
improved treatments available for patients.

What are you most looking forward to at his 
years virtual 4th Annual Dermatology Drug 
Development Summit? 

I’m incredibly honored to be a part of this year’s 
Dermatology Drug Development Summit. It’s 
exciting to see respected individuals from this field 
come together and bring our experiences and 
insights to help further conversations about current 
needs within the dermatology space. 

 At Eli Lilly and Company, my 
colleagues and I recognize that 
dermatologic conditions are 
more than skin deep and can 
have a significant impact on 
people’s lives. 
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Join Lotus at the 4th Annual 
Dermatology Drug Development 
running virtually, November 10-12th.
Lotus will be presenting on ‘Developing a 
Treatment for The Itch That Rashes’

Download your 
copy of the full 
program here

 When it comes to our treatments, 
we’re our own harshest critics at Lilly. 

www.dermatology-drugdevelopment.com

Despite the current circumstances in our world, it’s 
important to continue having conversations about 
the needs of people living with chronic medical 
conditions—including those with dermatologic 
diseases. Skin is the body’s largest organ and 
skin diseases can have a devastating impact on 
people’s lives. At Lilly, we’re aiming to innovate by 
bringing new treatments to the dermatology field, 
particularly for diseases where there is high unmet 
need. We’re currently investigating a medicine for 
alopecia areata that could become the first FDA-
approved treatment for the disease, and we’re also 
developing a medicine that has the potential to 
be first in its class for atopic dermatitis. We have 
invested in both oral and injectable medicines to 
make sure patients have treatment options for AD.

I’m proud to be part of the medical community that’s 
at the forefront of providing optimal, individualized 
care for people with dermatology diseases.

What do you think the future holds for 
dermatology drugs?

When it comes to our treatments, we’re our own 
harshest critics at Lilly. We hold our medicines to the 
highest standards to ensure that our customers— 
patients and their doctors—are better equipped 
to make informed treatment decisions. With the 
advances in medicine that have been made in the 
last several years, now more than ever, we have the 
potential to continuously improve treatments and 
alleviate the burden of disease for people living 
with dermatologic conditions.


