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What inspired you to dedicate your work to the cell 
therapy field?

I began my medical career as a treating oncologist, 
working with primarily late-stage cancer patients. Out 
of my desire to help as many patients as possible, I 
decided I could make the biggest impact working on 
cutting-edge science within the pharmaceutical industry 
and made my way to Bristol Myers Squibb.

I have been working in cell therapy at BMS since 2017 
and am inspired by its tremendous potential. While 
cancer remains one of the greatest global health 
challenges, cell therapies have already begun to offer 
ways to help patients with certain serious cancers and 
will continue to lead to therapeutic approaches to put 
even more patients on the path to a cure.

Our work in cell therapy has true purpose and that 
makes me feel energized, fulfilled and grateful for what 
I do. There is nothing more motivating than hearing that 
patients we’ve treated—from our early clinical trials to 
those who receive treatments commercially—are still 
doing well. My hope is we continue to see more people 
living longer with cancer than ever before.

Do you feel excited about the future of the CAR-T 
space? Why?

The future of CAR-T cell therapy is bright. We all know 
that delivering cell therapies to patients requires a 
special commitment from the organization—it’s an 
expensive and complicated development path. At the 
same time, it has such tremendous promise.

What we do is novel, innovative and cross-functional—
and the potential benefit for patients is huge. My goal 
is to make sure that this modality remains a significant 
part of our cancer research strategy for the long 
haul, and my hope is that as an industry, we remain 
committed to that in order to unlock the full potential of 
cell therapy.

What would you say are currently the biggest hurdles 
to widening patient access to CAR-T therapies? What 
is the biggest commercial challenge to bringing these 
ground-breaking treatments to market? How are you 
trying to overcome these challenges at BMS?

I see two main challenges: the first lies in the nature of 
autologous cell therapy as a personalized medicine, and 
the second because it’s a fairly new field of science.

Cell therapy treatment, as a personalized medicine, 
originates with the patient. The manufacturing process 
is complex, highly specialized and time and resource-
intensive. We are working tirelessly at BMS, and with our 
partners across the industry, to improve and speed up 
this process to ensure as many patients as possible have 
access to these medicines.

Another factor is cell therapy’s relative novelty. Right now, 
not all hospitals are certified as CAR-T treatment centers, 
so we are working to onboard and train more hospitals to 
administer it. Additionally, education across the industry 
is key to ensure more physicians are familiar with the 
process of referring their patient to certified centers.

There is work to be done to ensure healthcare leaders, 
payers, and regulatory and reimbursement bodies at home 
and abroad, appreciate the value of a one-time therapy.

What makes BMS’s work in the CAR-T space unique 
compared to other key players in this field?

The differentiation of BMS’s CAR-T franchise starts with 
where we are with our current autologous products.

Other companies in the space focus on CD-19 or BCMA, 
whereas we are the only company with two distinct 
products against these two targets.
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We launched both products in three continents (in 
the US, EU, Japan) in quick succession, requiring rapid 
implementation measures and an ability to adapt 
quickly, which underpins our work to this day.

Of note, we are the only company with a pivotal trial 
under way in CLL, an indication in which it has been 
historically very difficult to develop and manufacture 
autologous CAR-T products.

Looking to the future, we’ve invested in a number of 
targets, platforms, and technologies in our internal cell 
therapy pipeline and through strategic partnerships to 
enable access to the latest technologies and spur R&D 
for next-generation cell therapies.

For instance, the company’s collaboration with Century 
Therapeutics involves the development of up to 
four induced pluripotent stem cell (“iPSC”) derived, 
engineered natural killer cell (“iNK”) and/or T-cell (“iT”) 
programs for hematologic malignancies and solid 
tumors. This partnership will enable deployment of a 
next-generation iPSC platform to develop products 
targeting malignancies that are difficult for smaller 
companies to tackle on their own.

Additional partnerships provide us with access to key 
technologies such as gene editing, target identification 
for solid tumors, logic-gate approaches and new 
manufacturing platforms that are important to further 
improve upon the benefit/risk profile of the current 
autologous CAR-T products. They also allow us to pave 
the way toward tailored cell therapy for solid tumors.

Are there other indications that BMS hopes to pursue 
in the future?

At Bristol Myers Squibb, we are committed to 
creating a better future for cancer patients. Until the 
day we can offer each person with cancer a better, 
healthier life and find a cure, we will keep working.

We have a broad clinical development program 
studying our CAR-T products in earlier lines of therapy 
and in different types of blood cancers. Additional 
investments the company is making in cell therapy 
include translational medicine capabilities, a robust 
pipeline of next-generation assets and manufacturing 
technologies, off-the-shelf CAR-T approaches and 
engineered and gene edited T-cells for solid tumors.

What are you most excited to share/discuss in your 
talk at the CAR-TCR Summit? Why? What are you 
looking forward to most at the upcoming meeting?

In my talk on “Establishing a Patient-Centric Clinical 
Development Strategy” and in my fireside chat, I’m 
excited to discuss how BMS’ unwavering commitment 
to placing patients at the center of everything we do 
extends into every facet of our cell therapy development.

Just as importantly, I’m looking forward to learning 
from my peers across the industry. It’s opportunities 
for connection and dialogue like these that allow us to 
continue to make real progress toward elevating the 
promise of cell therapy for more patients.

Don’t miss Anne’s session 
on Tuesday September 
20 in the Early Phase 
Development Track. 
View the Full Agenda for 
the 7th CAR-TCR Summit 
to find out more! 
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 It’s opportunities like for connection and dialogue like the CAR-TCR 
Summit that allow us to continue to make real progress toward elevating 
the promise of cell therapy for more patients. 


